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UTB/TSC’s Workforce Training 
and Continuing Education (WTCE) 
Department offers a program that 
trains future police offi cers.
The program is one of the many 
opportunities the department offers 
for the community.
James R. Holt, associate 
vice president for Economic 
Development and Community 
Services and dean of Workforce 
Training and Continuing Education, 
describes the International 
Technology, Education and 
Commerce Center as a “unique” 
building compared to facilities on 
other campuses.
“We not only have academic 
classes here,” Holt said, “but we 
also have the workforce training 
classes, which are non-credit, but are 
focused on delivering competencies 
that are tied to the skills that people 
need to have in 
their job. There 




large piece of what 




e c o n o m i c 
development, as well as community 
service.”
The programs offered through 
workforce training, he said, are 
especially designed to develop the 
skills necessary to perform a job in 
the businesses of the area. 
“This part of the university needs 
to be very fast, very fl exible to 
keep adapting to whatever those 
changing needs 
are for regional 
businesses,” Holt 
said.
One of the 
p r o g r a m s 
d e v e l o p e d 
exclusively for the 




of the Criminal Justice Institute, 
explained in an interview with The 
Collegian that the program was 
developed in partnership with the 
Brownsville Police Department 
and is completed after 740 training 
hours.
“The Brownsville Police 
Department will provide us about 
300 of the 740 hours of training; 
they give all the training with their 
instructors,” Ramos said. 
He said the training to become a 
police offi cer in Texas is composed 
by simulations, such as driving 
in pursuit of a suspect, fi rearms 
discharge and building searches.
“The thing that cadets are always 
looking forward to do is when they 
do hands-on training,” Ramos said. 
“We use part of what used to be the 
Dillard’s store, an area where we do 
searches, using paintball guns and 
all that. They actually discharge 
weapons when they think it’s a 
justifi able shooting.” 
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Department trains future police offi cers
By Mayra Urteaga
Staff Writer
 ON THE CUTTING EDGE 
FIRST IN A SERIES:
A heat index of 102 degrees 
couldn’t stop 500 members of the 
campus community from show-
ing their school spirit during the 
Homecoming Spirit Parade, pep 
rally and picnic Thursday.
“Homecoming is brand new to 
us, so we start learning what people 
want to participate in and I’m 
actually happy we have this kind of 
participation, so far, [for] our fi rst 
year,” Student Life Director Sergio 
Martinez said.
Ten departments and student 
organizations gathered by the 
Arnulfo L. Oliveira Memorial 
Library at 11 a.m. ready to 
participate in the Spirit Parade, 
which proceeded down the Paseo 
and ended at the Recreation, 
Education and Kinesiology Center 
lawn. Golf carts were decorated 
with streamers, fl ags, bandannas 
and even piñatas.
Academic Advising placed fi rst 
for most spirited department. The 
theme of its golf cart was “Scorpion 
King.” Sixteen staff members 
wore crowns to represent their 
department. The cart had orange 
papier-mâché legs attached to the 
sides and a tail at the back. Over the 
cart was a large crown with “UTB/
TSC” on it. 
Scorpion pride on parade
By Cynthia Hernandez
Staff Writer
Academic Advisers Vicenta Fernandez and Ruben Lopez wave as they take part in Thursday’s 
Spirit Parade. Academic Advising, whose golf cart was titled Scorpion King, won fi rst place for 
most spirited department. Also shown is work-study Monica Gonzalez.
LUCIANA MORALES/COLLEGIAN
Political scientist and author 
George Friedman forecasted events 
he believes will defi ne the 21st 
century during UTB/TSC’s 11th 
annual Distinguished Lecture Series 
in the SET-B Lecture Hall last 
Tuesday night.
Friedman said demographics, the 
enormity of American power and 
new technology will shape the next 
century.
“Having enormous power and 
absolute power are two different 
things, so having enormous power 
is like being the biggest kid on the 
block--everybody wants to take a 
shot at you,” he said. “I don’t think 
anybody that takes a shot can take 
out the United States in the 21st 
century, but oddly enough it won’t 
be the Japanese, the Turks or the 
Poles. The one country that will 
have the best shot at redefi ning its 
relationship [with the United States], 
I say, will be Mexico.” 
Friedman said that because 
Mexico is currently the 13th-largest 
economy in the world, it will 
eventually move up.
“I expect to see Mexico by the 
middle of the century, fi fth-, perhaps 
fourth-, largest economy in the 
world,” he said. “I expect to see 
countries like France, Italy moving 
out of the top 10, unable to sustain 
because of their demographic crisis, 
where countries that still have 
surplus labor will surge into it--
Brazil, Mexico.”
He believes what was once 
Mexico’s disadvantage, surplus 
labor, will become its advantage 
now.
“It has a workforce,” Friedman 
said.  
Unlike what everybody believes, 
he said, China will not be an 
emerging country, but that Japan, 
Turkey and Poland will move 
forward. He expects to see an 
economic confrontation between 
the countries and the United States.
“You have the most powerful 
country in the world confronting the 





Political scientist and author George Friedman 
answers a question from the audience 
Tuesday in the SET-B Lecture Hall. 
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On CampusPage 2 • October 19, 2009 The Collegian
The Collegian is the multimedia student newspa-
per serving the University of Texas at Brownsville 
and Texas Southmost College. The newspaper is 
widely distributed on campus and is an award-win-
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Graduate Schools Fair - 2009
While Supplies Last
Graduate and Professional Schools Fair 
Fall 2009
Friday, October 23, 2009
10 a.m. - 2 p.m.
Student Union - El Gran Salon
For more information, contact Career Services, Old Education Building,
 at 882-5627 or at www.career.utb.edu 
Graduate School Representatives from over 
32 universities across the nation will provide 
information on: 
• Admission requirements 
• Graduate degree programs
• Scholarships
• Housing and cost of living 
• Student Life
Interested in pursuing a graduate degree?
32 Confirmed Universities:
University of Texas at Austin • UTB/TSC GRADUATE STUDIES• Texas Chiropractic College• Univer-
sity of Houston Clear Lake• University of Texas at San Antonio • University of Texas Medical Branch• 
UAG School of Medicine • Our Lady of the Lake University• University of North Texas• The University 
of North Texas • The University of Dallas• Parker College of Chiropractic • Office of Graduate Studies• 
University of the Incarnate Word• International Florida University• SMU Dedman School of Law • South 
TX College of Law• Texas Tech University • Texas Tech University Allied Health • 
Texas Woman’s University • Texas Southern U./ Thurgood Marshall School of Law • University of Texas 
at Dallas • St. Mary’s University Law • University of Texas at Arlington • UTB/TSC College of Education • 
University of Houston Medical- Texas A&M University GS • University of Texas Medical Branch •
 University of Texas North Health Science• University of Houston School of Business • University of  
Arkansas Graduate School • University of Texas School of Nursing • St. Mary’s University Graduate 
School • Educational Technology College of Education • Texas A&M University SA
Patron of the Arts
“Unplugged,” an exhibit 
of work by UTB/TSC Fine 
Arts Professor Carlos Gómez, 
opens today in the Rusteberg 
Art Gallery.  Admission is $1. 
The gallery is open from 11 a.m. 
to 2 p.m. and from 2:30-5 p.m. 
Monday, 2:30 to 5 p.m. Tuesday, 
11 a.m.-2 p.m. Wednesday, 2:30-
5 p.m. Thursday and 2-5 p.m. 
Friday. For more information, 
call 882-7097.
Mock  wreck event
The UTB/TSC Risk 
Management Task Force will 
sponsor a Mock Wreck event 
from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. Tuesday 
at the crosswalk between the 
Student Union and SET-B. The 
goal for this event is to increase 
UTB/TSC students’ awareness of 
alcohol abuse, impaired driving, 
underage drinking and the effects 
of alcohol abuse. The event is being 
held in conjunction with National 
Collegiate Alcohol Awareness 
Week. More information on this 




The Student Success Center 
will present a Study Skills 
workshop titled “Balancing Act” 
from noon to 1 p.m. Wednesday 
in Cortez Hall 140. For more 
information, call the Student 
Success Center at 882-8292.
The Learning Enrichment 
Center will present Study Skills 
workshops in Cardenas North 
Hall 104. A workshop on the 
APA (American Psychological 
Association) writing style will 
take place from 1 to 2 p.m. today. 
A workshop on preparation for the 
writing portion of the COMPASS 
exam will take place from 2 to 
4 p.m. Tuesday. A workshop 
on preparation for the reading 
portion of the COMPASS exam 
will take place from 2 to 4 p.m. 
Wednesday. A workshop on 
preparation for the math portion 
of the COMPASS exam will take 
place from 2 to 4 p.m. Thursday. 
Workshops taking place Saturday 
are COMPASS reading, 8 to 10 
a.m.; COMPASS writing, 10 
a.m. to noon; and COMPASS 
mathematics, 12:30 to 2:30 p.m. 
For more information, contact the 
Learning Enrichment Center at 
882-8208.
SGA meeting
The Student Government 
Association meets at 5 p.m. each 
Thursday in the Student Union’s 
Salon Gardenia. Students may 
offer suggestions, comments or 
concerns about UTB/TSC during 
the “Let Your Voice Be Heard” 
portion of the meeting. For more 
information, call SGA President 
Ruby de la Fuente at 882-5877.
Haunted History Walking tour
The fifth annual Haunted 
History Walking Tour with 
Following are among 
the incidents reported by 
Campus Police between 
Oct. 5 and Oct. 10.
At 10:56 a.m. Oct. 5, a Campus 
Police officer was dispatched to 
Cardenas Hall North in regard 
to two people arguing. A male 
student with a swollen face, 
a ruptured lip and a bleeding 
gum line was in the restroom 
and reported that he had been 
in a fight with a man he didn’t 
know before the altercation. He 
said the man was in the restroom 
and began to hit him in the back 
jokingly, but the student told him 
he didn’t know him that well and 
that he shouldn’t be touching 
him. The man started to scream 
and began to fight with the 
student. The fight spilled over to 
the Endowment Courtyard. The 
man left the scene without being 
identified.
At 3:51 p.m. the same day, 
a staff member turned in a flier 
a student found in Cardenas 
Hall South. The flier solicited 
students to prepare mailings for 
money. The officer was looking 
for a contact number in order 
to inform the company to not 
distribute unauthorized fliers on 
campus, but there was no phone 
number on the flier, and the Web 
site listed was not working.
At 4:29 p.m. the same day, the 
alarm from The Village at Fort 
Brown sounded when dust from 
sheetrock was released as it was 
being replaced.
At 7:14 p.m. the same day, 
a staff member reported a 
couple arguing outside the 
main entrance of the Arnulfo 
L. Oliveira Memorial Library. 
After the staff member made the 
report and stepped outside, the 
couple was no longer there.
At 10 a.m. Oct. 6, a Physical 
Plant employee accidentally 
broke the rear windshield of his 
assigned vehicle while doing 
lawn work.
At 1:57 p.m. the same day, 
a Campus Police officer was 
dispatched to Physical Plant 
regarding a suspicious Toyota 
driving in a restricted area of the 
Physical Plant. The vehicle drove 
onto Neale Drive, but Campus 
Police proceeded to conduct a 
traffic stop. The driver was cited 
for driving without a license and 
having unrestrained children in 
the vehicle. 
At 6:30 p.m. the same day, a 
student discovered the temporary 
paper license plate was missing 
from her Ford Explorer.
At 12:05 a.m. Oct. 7, a Campus 
Police officer found a student 
leaving a room at The Village 
at Fort Brown with an alcoholic 
beverage. The officer advised 
the student and two others who 
were in the room that UTB/TSC 
is a dry campus and referred the 
case to Judicial Affairs.
At 7:02 p.m. the same day, 
a woman was cited for using a 
handicap placard without the 
presence of the owner as the 
passenger. The woman was 
cited for misuse of a handicap 
placard, and the placard was 
mailed to the Texas Department 
of Transportation.
At 8:18 p.m. the same day, a 
student returned to her vehicle, 
which was parked near the 
Recreation, Education and 
Kinesiology Center’s parking lot 
and noticed a note with a phone 
number on her windshield and 
damage to her Jeep Wrangler’s 
rear bumper.
At 12:25 a.m. Oct. 8, a man 
was swimming in The Village 
at Fort Brown swimming pool. 
The individual said he was a 
friend of one of the residents and 
had permission to use the pool. A 
Campus Police officer asked the 
man to leave the pool because 
his friend was not present.
At 7:54 p.m. the same day, 
a staff member reported that a 
tire of her Nissan vehicle was 
purposely flattened.
At 11:59 p.m. Oct. 10, the fire 
alarm sounded in the Manuel 
B. Garza Gym. A Campus 
Police officer walked through 
the facility, but did not find any 
signs of smoke or fire.
--Compiled by Cynthia 
Hernandez
• See ‘Briefs,’ Page 12
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       PANCHOS
with Beans, Cheese, 
Fajitas and Avocado






1/2 lb. CHEESEBURGER 
and Fries
COME BY AND SEE US AFTER YOUR NIGHT ON THE TOWN!
Gorditas • Steaks • Menudo • Caldo • Enchiladas • Tripas • 
Tacos de Brisket • Cabrito en Salsa • And MORE!
  Present coupon with UTB/TSC ID and get a FREE drink.
Retirement Preparation Planning
Bob Richardson CLU, ChFC
REGISTERED FINANCIAL CONSULTANT
(956) 542 - 1775
Investment Advisor Representative with and Securities and Investment Advisory Services offered through 
Transamerica Financial Advisors, Inc (TFA) member FINRA, SIPC and a Registered Investment Advisor.
Non-securities products and services are not offered through TFA.
LD3916-08/09
With no resolutions to consider and 
no audience, the Student Government 
Association adjourned its meeting Thursday 
after only four minutes. 
The meeting was called to order at 5:03 
p.m. Freshman Senators Joshua Law and 
Noe Garza were absent from the meeting, 
in addition to Vice President of Historical 
Archives Rosa Law and President Ruby 
de la Fuente. No reason was cited for their 
absence.
Luis Buentello, vice president of 
Accounting and Finance, had the only SGA 
officer report for the week.
“We just had an expenditure of $3.50 
to buy some [Interdepartmental Transfer 
Voucher] forms,” Buentello said. 
As for Halloween Havoc, Senator for 
the College of Liberal Arts Sandra Esparza 
said the event will happen from 12 to 8 p.m. 
Friday and suggested that the judges for the 
day’s competitions do rotations.
The freshman senators present had no 
reports and no students were present to 
participate in the “Let Your Voice be Heard” 
section of the meeting. 
During the Adviser’s Corner section of 
the meeting, David Marquez, coordinator for 
Student Judicial Affairs, updated the SGA 
members on the Scantron project. 
“I got an e-mail from the Scantron provider; 
I think they are already in,” Marquez 
said. “We should probably be proceeding 




By Rene Cardona Jr.
Staff Writer
Some students have expressed concern 
toward a new university policy that requires 
all students to place name cards at the front of 
their desks during classes held in the University 
Boulevard Classroom Building. 
UTB/TSC President Juliet V. García said 
the use of name cards came about from her 
experience at Harvard University.
“When you teach a large class, like the 
ones in UBCB, it is a challenge to remember 
everyone’s name,” García said in an e-mail 
interview. “The use of name cards has been 
used successfully at Harvard in large classes 
for this purpose.”
The name cards are only required on the first 
floor and are handed out by professors at the 
beginning of class.
Denise Joseph, a professor in the History 
Department, said that her students “reacted 
very vocally, very negatively” toward the 
name cards. 
“I do have the one class in that building and 
it’s more than 100 students, and I did hand the 
name cards out,” Joseph said. “And I thought 
it was very interesting that I got a very negative 
student reaction.”
Some of the students were concerned with 
the amount of time, money and manpower 
used in the making of the name cards.
“In our department we’ve had, I think, a 15 
percent budget cut, so part of where we made 
the cuts was the decision that we wouldn’t hand 
out print copies of our syllabi and outlines and 
the things you normally would give out that 
first day of class, that we would only post it on 
Blackboard instead,” Joseph said. “A couple of 
students got very upset and said, ‘You know, 
you don’t even have money to hand out the 
syllabus to us and the handouts like that, but 
there’s money for these name cards.’
“They seem to feel that possibly that wasn’t 
the best use of the money and manpower 
required to produce them.” 
She also said her students “felt that they were 
being treated like they were in kindergarten or 
elementary school.” 
Joseph explained that while UTB/TSC 
requires that all professors with a class in the 
University Boulevard Classroom Building give 
out these name cards, they were not informed 
as to why they must do so.
However, not all students have been as 
negative about the change. Michael Lehker, an 
associate professor in the Biology Department, 
said he has not received complaints.
“I’ve never heard that they said anything 
negative about it,” Lehker said. “They might 
find it a little bit silly, but that’s about it.”
Maria Garcia, a junior nursing major in 
Lehker’s genetics class, said the name cards 
are a good idea.
“They are useful,” Garcia said. “The 
instructor can know everybody better.” 
Clarissa Cavazos, a sophomore education 
major also in Lehker’s genetics class, was 
indifferent about the name cards.
“It’s fine with me,” Cavazos said. “It doesn’t 
bother me.”
New university policy concerns students
By Jeanette Martinez
Staff Writer
After months of planning, a researcher from 
the Massachusetts Institute of Technology 
arrived at UTB/TSC to utilize the Nompuewenu 
Astronomical Observatory in the hope of 
recording a 30-second astronomical event. 
Kuiper Belt Object 55636 was predicted 
to be visible over the lower latitudes of the 
continental United States on Oct. 8. Given 
Brownsville’s low latitude, the Nompuewenu 
Astronomical Observatory gave hope to 
Michael J. Person, an MIT research scientist, 
to witness the event and gather data. Although 
the telescope would be too small to capture the 
asteroidlike object, Person said that of higher 
importance was the occultation produced by 
the object.
The Kuiper Belt is a ring of asteroids in the 
outer solar system. 
“The atmospheres of these bodies are very 
hard to detect and one of the ways to do it is 
through a technique called stellar occultation,” 
Person said. 
Stellar occultation is the technique Person 
used to calculate the size of the object, including 
its atmosphere. When the Kuiper Belt object 
passed directly in front of a star, the shadow 
cast on Earth in starlight enabled astronomers 
to calculate the size and shape of the object 
depending on the parameters provided by the 
shadow.  
“It’s been used for years, especially for giant 
planets,” Person said. “When Jupiter passes 
directly in front of a star, you see the starlight 
refracted through Jupiter’s atmosphere and it 
was primarily applied, by my thesis adviser at 
MIT, Professor James L. Elliot, to small bodies 
on the outer solar system whose atmospheres 
we couldn’t otherwise measure. The 
atmosphere of Pluto was discovered through 
this method; actually, the Uranian rings were 
also discovered with this method.”
Person said preparation and calculation was 
key to the successful fruition of the project. 
“With this kind of event, far more important 
is precise timing and location, so we spent 
months predicting when one of these things will 
happen by taking astrometry and measuring 
the star’s position, and measuring the body’s 
position and computing when they are going 
to intersect,” he said. 
Person graduated from MIT in 1994 with 
a bachelor’s degree in physics, in 2001with 
a master’s degree in earth, atmospheric and 
planetary science and in 2006 with a doctorate 
in planetary sciences. 
The Kuiper Belt object passed in front of 
the star, UCAC2, according to Professor of 
Physics and Astronomy Mario Diaz’s blog 
(www.mariodiaz.org). The event occurred 
about 5:30 a.m. Oct. 9, but the occultation 
was not observed from Brownsville. Person, 
however, was not dissatisfied.
“The definite non-detection provides a 
strong constraint on the possible size of the 
Kuiper Belt object,” he said via e-mail. “Two of 
our stations, elsewhere, did see the occultation, 
so with that data, our project should be well in 
hand.”
UTB/TSC’s observatory was one of 25 
stations utilized in the project. Elliot, of 
MIT’s Department of Earth, Atmospheric 
and Planetary Sciences, is leading the large-
scale project, which entails the study of Pluto 
and Triton, Neptune’s moon. Because these 
galactic bodies are thought to be members of 
the Kuiper Belt, Person told The Collegian 
it made sense to continue their research into 
smaller Kuiper Belt objects such as the one he 
came to observe. 
“We’ll spend a few months learning and 
publishing what we can about it, but the overall 
effort of investigating the Kuiper Belt and its 
constituents will continue for years to come,” 
he said in an e-mail. 
Diaz, who is also the director of UTB/TSC’s 
Center of Gravitational Wave Astronomy, 
explained why the study of Kuiper Belt objects 
is a pertinent area of study for astronomers and 
other scientists.
“It goes to our knowledge of the solar system 
and how objects in the solar system are made,” 
he said. “We don’t have a fully 100 percent 
complete definite theory of the formation of 
the solar system; it’s something that we are 
learning about and in the same sense that we are 
… looking for the missing link in the evolution 
of human beings. There is always something 
more to know, and understanding how the 
objects in the Kuiper Belt are structured and 
how they work … is very important. We need 
to know who we are and where we live.” 
Aiding Person was Luisa Fernanda 
Zambrano Marin, the Nompuewenu 
Astronomical Observatory manager. She 
assisted in testing out the telescope and 
mounting a camera to record the event. In turn, 
Person provided insight for Marin, who will be 
pursuing her master’s in physics at UTB/TSC 
in Spring 2010. 
“I gained a lot of insight [in] pointing and 
the accuracy of pointing the telescope [and] 
on the future automation of the telescope,” she 
said.
Person and his research group will also 
provide assistance and guidance for the future 
automation of the telescope, Marin said.
Kuiper Belt object brings MIT researcher here
By Rene Cardona Jr.
Staff Writer
Nompuewenu Astronomical Observatory Manager Luisa 
Fernanda Zambrano Marin and Massachusetts Institute of 
Technology research scientist Michael J. Person stand in 
front of the observatory, which Person used for a project on 
Oct. 8.
ElizabEth a. PErEz/CollEgian
“I really don’t 
have an 
o p i n i o n , 
but I 
think that 
p e o p l e 
have their 
c h o i c e 
to choose 
w h a t e v e r 
they want. I 
don’t have a problem with it.”
Servando Uriegas











q u e r e m o s . 
…Y la verdad, 
no importa”.
Bea Fairbanks 
Estudiante de comunicación de 
primer año 
“I think it’s 
totally cool 
to me. I’m 
not gay, 
bi or a 
l e sb i an , 




K a r i n a 
Melendez
Sophomore art education 
major
“ P i e n s o 
que es su 
d e c i s i ó n 
y si ellos 






está bien, y la 
sociedad no debe meterse en 
sus problemas porque al fin de 
cuentas, es la vida de los que se 
casan”.
Héctor Cantú 
Estudiante de enfermería 
de primer año 
--Compiled by Deidre Chaisson
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Do you have a scary 
on campus
 ghost story?
e-mail The Collegian at 
collegian@utb.edu 
or call Graciela Salazar at 
882-5127
Coffee complaint
In order to cope with a long day 
of school, I really cherish a good 
cup of coffee. I have been drinking 
coffee on a regular basis for the last 
five years, and Starbucks is one of 
my favorite coffee brands. Never in 
my life have I had a problem until 
today. I was about to drink my last 
sip of regular, black coffee with 
cinnamon when suddenly I felt a 
slimy, thick substance going down 
my throat. I removed the lid from 
the cup, and to my surprise I found a 
brown, oysterlike residue resting on 
my cup. I was totally disgusted. 
I immediately went back to the 
store to ask the manager to give an 
explanation of such a gross finding. 
The manager did not know what 
to say and told me that this was 
probably due to the cinnamon that I 
added or me getting the last coffee 
of the day. I totally disagreed with 
her answer because to begin with, I 
only added a sprinkle of cinnamon 
and not one or three teaspoons 
of it. Also, cinnamon has never 
turned slimy on me before. Being 
an experienced coffee drinker, I 
know that when you get the last 
coffee of the container, it usually 
includes small coffee grains that 
look like dust residue. According to 
the manager, new coffee is prepared 
every two hours, but the coffee that 
I had seemed like it had been resting 
for more. It seems to me that instead 
of doing a thorough cleaning of the 
containers, they just add new coffee 
without getting rid of old residues.
I am very disappointed with the 
performance and hygiene practices 
of this store. As a student and a 
loyal customer of Starbucks, I feel 
that this particular store is failing 
to meet customer expectations in 
representing Starbucks as high-
quality coffee.
Nydia de la Torre
Senior management 
and psychology major
Editor’s Note: The Collegian 
called Barnes & Noble Café on 
Tuesday for comment from Manager 
Carmen Rodriguez, who told us, 
“I poured another coffee, showed 
her there was nothing wrong with 
the coffee. She put cinnamon on 
it and I guess the cinnamon was at 
the bottom and it looked like coffee 
grounds or something, but it was 
cinnamon and she put it herself. We 
don’t put it on there, but she just 
left. … Our Starbucks is constantly 
checking on us, not only through 
Barnes & Noble, but we have a 
reputation to hold. … I can show 
you the review that the Starbucks 
gave us. We passed it; our company 
came in September and also, we had 
a 93 on it, so things are being done.  
“We get checked not only by 
the health department here at the 
university but by the Starbucks 
itself, and they check us every three 
months. … We have a checklist of 
stuff we do every night. I can show 
you all the tasks we do every single 
night, of how it needs to be cleaned. 
And, I offered her a complimentary 
coffee, I offered her something else, 
but she was just upset. It looked like 
coffee grounds, but it was cinnamon. 
She put the raw cinnamon that we 
have in the container there. So, I 
don’t know what else to do for her.”
SGA exec speaks his mind
 As the Student Government 
Association vice president of 
administration and president of the 
senate, I feel obligated to state the 
following:
First, to address some student 
concerns, the New Library is not the 
only library we are going to have at 
UTB/TSC. The Arnulfo L. Oliveira 
Memorial Library will soon undergo 
renovations, and we will have two 
libraries on campus. Some students 
are concerned with the availability 
of computers at the New Library. 
I met with [Dean of Instructional 
Technology Doug] Ferrier, who 
said more computers will soon be 
available at the New Library.
Secondly, many students are 
appealing tickets issued for parking 
in a non-parking space or on the 
grass. Students, a parking space 
constitutes two lines, one on each 
side, and should not have any grass 
within it; be cautious of this. On a 
related note, the disabled parking 
permit allows for parking in any 
lot on campus. If you are a disabled 
student, the handicapped spaces 
designated within a faculty or any 
other lot are free game.
Regarding your Student 
Government Association, we are 
intact, operating and are here to 
serve you. It has been brought to 
my attention that many of you don’t 
know what we do or who we are. At 
our Web site (http://www.utb.edu/sa/
sga/), you can view our constitution. 
Our preamble states that we are 
here to promote the welfare of the 
student body, foster leadership, 
guide student activities, promote 
academic excellence, develop the 
spirit of democracy and promote 
loyalty and the ideals of UTB/TSC. 
We are here for you; in fact, every 
student of UTB/TSC is a non-voting 
member of SGA.
With this in mind, you’re 
probably asking, “What has SGA 
done for me?” Your question should 
be, “What can SGA do for me?”  I 
challenge you to put us to work 
for you. That is what we signed up 
for, that is our purpose: to provide 
Correction
In the Oct. 12 issue of The Collegian, the operating 
hours for the Arnulfo L. Oliveira Memorial Library 
were stated incorrectly. In fact, the library is closed 
on the weekends and opens at 8:30 a.m. weekdays. 
It closes at 7:30 p.m. Monday through Thursday and 
at 5 p.m. on Friday.
• See ‘Letters,’ next page
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Keep Texas beaches open
Public beach access.  As a college student, 
you may be wondering what that has to do 
with you, especially if you are attending school 
far from the Texas Gulf Coast.  Do you like to 
fish, swim or lay out?  Would you like to try 
surfing or kite-boarding one day?  Do you like 
heading to the beach for Spring Break? Well, 
all of these activities rely heavily on being able 
to access the beaches of Texas.
For 50 years, Texans have enjoyed what 
is called the Open Beaches Act, which states 
that Texans shall have the free and unrestricted 
right of ingress and egress to and from the state-
owned beaches of Texas, which is the beach 
between the mean low-water line and the line 
of vegetation. This is quite possibly the most 
progressive beach access policy in the United 
States. There are no privately owned beaches 
in Texas.
Sadly, the issue of public access along the 
Texas coast has become more complicated in 
recent years as opposed to when the law was 
first ratified back in 1959.  Due to population 
growth, rapid economic development, 
hurricanes, passive and active erosion and 
changes in the line of vegetation that defines 
the public beach easement, the Open Beaches 
Act is under constant assault almost without 
exception every two years when the Texas 
Legislature convenes and through lawsuits 
challenging the law.
On Nov. 3, Texans will have a unique 
opportunity to protect their public access 
and use of the beaches in Texas by voting 
on proposed constitutional amendment No. 
9.  It reads, “The constitutional amendment 
to protect the right of the public, individually 
and collectively, to access and use beaches 
bordering the seaward shore of the Gulf of 
Mexico.”  Simply put, it will make access to 
and the use of Texas beaches a constitutionally 
protected right under the state constitution. 
Furthermore, it will take the issue of public 
beach access away from legislators who may 
be influenced by campaign contributors, 
special interests or their own personal agendas 
and place it where it belongs, in the hands of 
the voters.
Obviously, this is very important to a larger 
group of Texans and visitors than just surfers. 
This matters to fishermen, birders, swimmers, 
families, shell collectors, the odd treasure 
hunter and yes, even Spring Breakers but it 
goes beyond that.  The passage of Proposition 
9 has the potential to set a precedent for the 
protection of public beach access and that 
every coastal state in the United States can 
strive to draft and implement.
The four Texas Chapters of the Surfrider 
Foundation are asking everyone to help and 
support the passage of Proposition 9.  Go 
to www.votefortexasbeaches.com and learn 
more, download a poster or flier and post it 
around your neighborhood, college campus 
or work.  If you are not from Texas or are not 
a Texas voter but have friends and family that 
are, let them know, ask them to vote and spread 
the word.  You will no doubt be doing a great 
service to beach enthusiasts for generations to 
come.
Rob Nixon
Chairman, Surfrider Foundation 
South Texas Chapter
 “Celebrating Abilities--No Boundaries” is 
the theme of Accessibility Awareness Week at 
UTB/TSC, scheduled today through Saturday.
The purpose of the week is to increase 
awareness of the fact that regardless of 
disability, everyone has talents and abilities to 
celebrate.
Disability Services and Interpreting 
Services will host an open house from 1:30 to 3 
p.m. Tuesday at the offices and lab at Lightner 
Center 101. Students and staff are invited, and 
refreshments will be served.
Highlighting the week will be the 
Accessibility Awareness Fair, scheduled 
from 10:30 a.m. to 1 p.m. Wednesday on the 
Student Union lawn. Everyone is invited to 
“experience” dyslexia, visual and mobility 
impairments, play a game using sign language, 
learn some basic signs and see assistive 
technology helpful to students with learning 
disabilities.
Also on Wednesday, at 7:30 p.m., watch 
“The Soloist” under the stars on the Student 
Union lawn.  The 2009 film, starring Jamie Foxx 
and Robert Downey Jr., tells the true story of a 
musical prodigy who develops schizophrenia 
and becomes homeless and the Los Angeles 
Times columnist who discovers him. (In event 
of poor weather, the movie will be inside the 
Student Union.) A matinee showing of the film 
is set for 12:15 p.m. Thursday in the Student 
Union’s Gran Salon. Admission is free.
For an opportunity to hear directly from 
UTB/TSC students with disabilities about their 
experiences, attend the “In Our Shoes” panel 
discussion from 12:15 to 1 p.m. Thursday in 
the Student Union’s Salon Gardenia. Listen 
in as students with learning, visual, hearing 
and physical disabilities share their refreshing 
and sometimes surprising perspectives. 
Associate Professor Steve Chamberlain, of the 
School Specialties Department, will serve as 
moderator. Refreshments will be served.
Topping off the week will be the third 
annual ASL Talent Show. Performances will 
include storytelling, poetry, songs and comedic 
acts done entirely in American Sign Language-
-all in celebration of the natural language of the 
nation’s deaf community. Showtime will be 7 
p.m. Saturday in the Education and Business 
Complex’s Salon Cassia. Admission is $4 
and is free for children age 5 and younger. 
Refreshments will be available. 
Exhibits around campus during the 
week will spotlight the abilities of notable 
individuals, including celebrities, who happen 
to have disabilities.
For more information, contact Disability 
Services by phone at 882-7374 or via e-mail at 
steve.wilder@utb.edu.
Accessibility Awareness has ‘No Boundaries’
By Steve Wilder
Disability Services Coordinator
a forum for you and address any questions, 
comments or concerns.  How can you do this? 
E-mail us at sga@utb.edu or show up to the 
SGA Senate meetings, held every Thursday at 
5 p.m. in Salon Gardenia on the second floor of 
the Student Union. 
Some of you may wonder what’s going on 
with the impeachment proceedings of SGA 
President Ruby de la Fuente. You will find on 
our Web site Resolution 6, which brings forth 
the charges; these charges were not brought 
forth because the Senate doesn’t like the 
president, but because they are all violations 
of our constitution and the Handbook of 
Operating Procedures. We brought forth a 
Declaration of Impeachment to the adviser of 
the Student Supreme Court, who was shortly 
after removed from his role. During that time, 
someone sat on the file until the president 
could request interpretations from the Supreme 
Court, which would have direct bearing on 
her impeachment. Coincidence? This serves 
as further evidence to the length which some 
employees of UTB/TSC will take in order to 
subjugate the will and the voice of the students 
and their student government. Meet with us, 
your student government. Let us show you 
the evidence compiled which clearly brings 
to light that which they want to keep hidden. 
The impeachment is now in the hands of your 
Student Supreme Court. We have faith that it 
will hear our concerns, see the evidence and 
bring forth impeachment on those who prevent 
you from having a proper student government.
David A. Polin Jr.
SGA Vice President of Administration 
and President of the Senate
Letters
Continued from previous page
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Faculty, Students, Staff!
$400 per month/$49 per day 
www.uisroom.com
Call 956-546-0381
•Furnished, large rooms, 





•$500 per month double occupancy
•Flexible month-to-month 
  agreement
•All utilities paid 
  (cable, water, electricity)
•Near the UTB main campus, 
  8 min. walk
•Security Surveillance 
55 Sam Perl Blvd.
(off 12th St.)
A panel of speakers and the public engaged 
in an open, sometimes heated, discussion on 
the acceptance of lesbian, gay, bisexual and 
transgender people. 
The Communication Department hosted the 
Difficult Dialogues symposium held Oct. 8 in 
the Education and Business Complex’s Salon 
Cassia.
“This is part of an ongoing program with 
the Ford Foundation’s grant for the Difficult 
Dialogues Initiative,” said Communication 
Associate Professor John Cook, who served as 
the moderator for the event. 
A panel of six speakers each took turns 
speaking in front of a podium. 
Julie Larson, an associate master technical 
instructor at UTB/TSC, spoke first and 
mentioned famous lesbians.
She spoke of women from the past, such 
as the prominent American suffragist Susan 
B. Anthony and author Virginia Woolf, and 
women from the present, such as actress and 
comedian Ellen DeGeneres and actress Jodie 
Foster. 
Larson also used humor at different 
moments of her speech, which helped to ease 
any tension being caused by the subject of the 
symposium.
Jonathan Powers, deacon and secretary 
of the board of directors of Mount Calvary 
Christian Church in Harlingen, said he was 
lucky because his mother was accepting of him 
even when he announced he was homosexual. 
Powers said many people are “kicked out” of 
their homes and abandoned by their families 
and friends after they “come out.”
His church openly welcomes the gay, 
lesbian, bisexual and transgender community, 
known by its abbreviation LGBT, and anyone 
else who wishes to worship God. He said his 
church ministers to “all of God’s children.” 
Powers said it is very painful to be abandoned 
and feel unloved by family, but it is even worse 
when someone from the LGBT community 
feels unloved and abandoned by God as well.  
“It’s simply too much to bear,” he said. 
He said God created the LGBT community to 
be the way they are and that sexual orientation 
is not a choice. He ended his presentation by 
letting them know that they are loved and are 
definitely loved by God. His staff had a table 
where they gave away literature, buttons and 
candy.
Barry Horn, executive director of the 
Brownsville Museum of Fine Arts, said he was 
raised in the Roman Catholic Church, which 
told him to put away any thoughts of being 
attracted to the same sex because it may lead 
him to damnation. 
Later it was suggested by a therapist that he 
move away from Brownsville because of its 
small-town mentality and because his family 
would probably not accept his homosexuality. 
He moved to Houston and participated in 
an “open gay community” and in the Human 
Rights Campaign, whose aim is to change laws 
to allow equality for the LGBT community.
Horn advocates change and hopes “tolerance 
will ease into acceptance as the right to 
equality.” 
Sal Martinez, of the AIDS Survival Project, 
said he came into homosexuality late when he 
fell in love with a man at age 40.
Martinez and his partner, along with some 
friends, organized the AIDS Survival Project 
four years ago. It is a community-minded and 
volunteer-based program to help those who are 
“infected and affected by HIV.”
Pastor Joseph Najera, of Divine Providence 
Church in Brownsville, said he hoped to be 
“gracious” with what he was going to say. 
He said it is difficult for people to change 
their viewpoints and strong beliefs and that 
many refer to Christians as judgmental and 
intolerant. 
“Intolerance is something that we deal with 
on all different kinds of levels in our society 
and culture,” Najera said. 
He said everyone is intolerant of “someone 
or something” they do not agree with.
Christians are supposed to live in peace 
with everyone and the Bible teaches not just 
on what should go on at church, but on how 
one should live overall. He said that the LGBT 
community should be treated with “respect and 
dignity” because “God has made all humanity 
in His image.” 
He said Christians are “fundamentally 
opposed” to the LGBT community’s lifestyle, 
but that does not mean anyone should be 
“ostracized” or mistreated in any way. 
Pastor Josh Treviño, of the International 
Christian Center in Brownsville, apologized 
to the LGBT community for Christians who 
are not accepting and who have told them God 
does not love them. He said that, unfortunately, 
there are some Christians who behave 
inappropriately and are judgmental toward the 
LGBT community. 
Treviño said he has felt God’s love for him 
and it would be “hypocritical” not to extend 
that love to others, including the LGBT 
community. He assured them that God loves 
them. 
“I can biblically prove to you that God does, 
in fact, love you,” he said.
Treviño quoted a scripture in II Timothy, 
where it states that all scripture comes from 
God and, therefore, he must take that truth and 
hold to it. 
He mentioned other scriptures from 
Leviticus, Romans and Corinthians that speak 
against homosexuality. He said that truth is not 
“relative,” it is “absolute.” If the subject would 
have been on math, no one would say two plus 
two may or may not equal four. 
Questions were taken from the audience 
after the panelists finished speaking. An 
audience member said she was told by different 
churches that if a person is gay, that person is 
destined for hell. She wanted to know if there 
is any proof to back that up. 
Powers replied that if a person lives his or 
her life with love, then that person is following 
God. 
Najera responded that people do not have 
any right to say who is going to hell and who 
is not because it is not up to them. Those who 
go to hell are people who do not have Christ 
as their savior, he said. Sins are not what send 
people to hell.
Some audience members were upset with 
what some of the panelists had to say. One 
person accused Najera of rolling his eyes while 
another panelist spoke. Najera responded that 
he did not do that. He said he would never 
do anything like that and he respected every 
person on the panel.
Treviño said, “We are all sinners,” and then 
proceeded to give testimony of the time he got 
saved.
“We’re not here to damn anybody,” he said. 
“Who are we?”
The discussion started to get more heated 
with the crowd. One audience member 
interrupted in an attempt to get the discussion 
back on the subject and tried to calm down 
another audience member. 
Treviño and Najera were the panelists who 
seemed to arouse more tension and upset some 
members of the audience. Neither man raised 
their voices in anger or frustration when they 
would answer.
The symposium would have gone on for 
much longer, but Cook ended it close to 4 p.m. 
It was supposed to have ended at 3 p.m. 
More than 130 people attended the event and 
many had to stand in the back of the room.
Sophomore history major Ana Chavez said 
she is straight, but has always been supportive 
of her sister, who is a lesbian. She thought the 
symposium was informative and had never 
seen “hard-core Christians” not be totally 
against the LGBT community.
“They had the two speakers that were 
Christian [and] I thought that was pretty cool, 
how they can still have their beliefs and support 
[in some ways] something that maybe will go 
against what they believe in,” Chavez said.
Freshman English major Irasema Zuniga 
is Catholic, but does not talk about her 
homosexuality in church because of fear 
of being condemned or judged. Since she 
expected harsh criticism, she was pleased 
with how Najera and Treviño spoke during the 
event.
“I had always been like, ‘Oh, no, Christians 
are super against homosexuality in every 
aspect,’ so it was really nice to hear from the 
other perspective of how people interpret 
homosexuality in the Christian church,” 
Zuniga said.
Larson said it was about time that they had 
“an open dialogue” on the subject and was 
satisfied with how the event went.
“The panel was outstanding and the 
questions that were asked by the audience 
were outstanding,” she said.
Najera is glad that people can have different 
perspectives and be allowed to speak their 
minds, even if no one changes their minds.
“It’s good that we can do this and we live 
in a country that allows that and I believe that 
everybody conducted themselves with respect 
and love, and I appreciate that,” Najera said.
Martinez said many people are afraid to 
talk about these issues and was glad they got a 
chance to speak openly.
“I think the opportunity to get some 
commentary from the public and for them 
to kind of see the different perspective of the 
LGBT lifestyle and with respect to religion and 
with respect to mutual engagement, I find that 
this discourse was phenomenal,” he said.
Cook said the event fulfilled to his 
expectations.
“The whole intention of Difficult Dialogues 
… is to have us come together and talk about 
issues where there are polarized viewpoints 
and maybe by having a discussion, hopefully 
a civil discussion, one can at least understand 
the other point of view, even if you decide to 
continue to agree or disagree,” he said.




International Christian Center Pastor Josh Treviño discusses a Christian view of the gay, lesbian, bisexual and transgender 
lifestyles during the LGBT Symposium, held Oct. 8 in the Education and Business Complex’s Salon Cassia. 
As soon as the lights went out in the 
SET-B Lecture Hall, the spotlight shone 
and dancers took center stage during “The 
Tango Night.” When the music began, a red 
rose was tossed toward the crowd.
International/Multicultural Student Ser-
vices hosted the event on Oct. 9 as part of 
UTB/TSC’s observance of Hispanic Heri-
tage Month. Nearly 250 people filled the 
lecture hall and watched as students and 
others performed choreographed tangos.
“This was the turnout I was expecting be-
cause of the type of event, [which was] dif-
ferent from what we had in previous years,” 
International Students Specialist Aragelia 
Salazar said. “Several people had called 
asking at what time [it] was going to start 
and if it was going to be free of charge, as 
well, [and] if they could film the event.”
Alberto Saco, a property inventory su-
pervisor for the Engineering Department 
at UTB/TSC, choreographed the event and 
also displayed his dancing skills on stage. 
He was congratulated extensively after the 
performance.
“I started in the university, teaching tango 
in 2001, and then I entered the Engineering 
Department to work and tango was forgot-
ten. And, not too long ago, I decided to form 
a show and I announced that I was going to 
give free tango classes, so students came to 
see, practice and as far as I know, they liked 
it,” Saco said in Spanish.
The flag of Argentina was used as the 
stage backdrop. The origin of tango is 
unclear, however. While some believe it 
originated in Uruguay, others think it was 
in Argentina. Being from Buenos Aires, 
Argentina, Saco became very familiar with 
tango growing up.
“The time period in which I was young, 
tango was danced a lot,” Saco said. “Then 
it went dying out little by little, but it stayed 
with me. That stayed with me, to dance and 
keep dancing.”
While some students who participated 
grew up dancing, others with no dancing 
experience of any kind joined the group as 
well. What they all have in common is a 
passion they developed for tango.
“For me it was like, I loved it,” said 2007 
UTB/TSC graduate Nelly Lira, who danced 
to “A los amigos” with her brother Oscar 
Lira, a junior history major. “I got com-
pletely immersed in it and it was amazing, it 
was great, it was fun, it was everything you 
could think of.”
Oscar Lira said even though he had no 
prior dancing experience, he loved learning 
something new as well.
He thought the choreography was diffi-
cult, even though his sister thought it came 
naturally.
“She’s been dancing all her life,” he said. 
“I learned this year. I have no dancing ex-
perience.”
The final act was “El Choco,” a tango by 
the Orquesta de Tango de Buenos Aires, in 
which all four couples who performed indi-
vidually got together and ended the evening 
with a group dance.
This was Saco’s first time choreographing 
a group.
“I’ve been dancing as a couple for a long 
time, but I’ve never joined a group with 
four couples and coordinating them was a 
bit difficult, but the students invested a lot 
of will,” Saco said. “The students devoted 
themselves and it was worth it.”
The performances sparked interest among 
the audience. Junior nursing major Sigrid 
Razo spoke to Saco after the performance, 
hoping another group would be formed in 
which she could participate.
“I will try to get in, too, and dance with 
them,” Razo said. “You don’t have these 
kinds of opportunities all the time to get to 
• see ‘Tango’ Page 14
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’Scopes
By Hugo E. Rodríguez
Sports Editor 
Aries (March 21-April 19): This 
week, do something you’ve never done 
before. Either it’ll pay off or it’ll be 
catastrophic, but you can at least say you 
did something different.
Taurus (April 20-May 20): Abraham 
Lincoln once said of Ulysses S. Grant 
after people asked for him to be fired, “I 
can’t spare this man. He fights.” Strive to 
accomplish the same thing, where even in 
defeat you will still fight like a madman.
Gemini (May 21-June 21): The sky 
calls to you, and if you do not destroy 
yourself, you will one day venture into the 
stars. The goal is within your grasp.
Cancer (June 22-July 22): In order to 
make an apple pie from scratch, you must 
first create the universe.  By the same 
token, don’t expect to ace a test without 
any studying beforehand.
Leo (July 23-Aug. 23): An army 
marches on its stomach, and especially 
nowadays, as we head into the mid-
semester slump, it’s important to 
remember to stay well-fed and rested, 
because the eye of the storm is ending 
soon.
Virgo (Aug. 24-Sept. 22): We 
sometimes feel our lives float in the 
headlines, growing up too fast while 
inside we fall apart. Remember that you 
will always carry that inner child with 
you, so don’t be afraid to take it out to play 
every now and then.
Libra (Sept. 23-Oct. 23): Though 
there will be struggle this week, remember 
that a glorious dawn awaits in the long 
run--not a sunrise, but a galaxy-rise of a 
thousand stars.
Scorpio (Oct. 23-Nov. 21): As 
Napoleon Bonaparte once said, it takes 
more courage to suffer than to die. Don’t 
give up, trust your instincts and push forth, 
even in the worst storms.
Sagittarius (Nov. 22-Dec. 21): Roman 
emperors used to be reminded “sic transit 
Gloria mundi” or, the glory of the world 
is fleeting. So live it up, seize this week 
and do something you’ve always wanted 
to do.
Capricorn (Dec. 22-Jan. 19): This 
week, sprinkle a dose of realism into 
your life. You may have great ideas that 
are dismissed with laughter, and you may 
feel inclined to compare yourself to other 
geniuses who have been laughed at, but 
remember that while people laughed at 
Columbus, people also laughed at Bozo 
the Clown.
Aquarius (Jan. 20-Feb. 19): Forty-
nine years ago today, the United States 
placed an embargo on Cuba. Don’t follow 
that policy, and instead of shutting yourself 
away from someone you don’t like, seek 
compromise and understanding.
Pisces (Feb. 20-March 20): As new 
buildings on campus open up, so should 
you. Turn to next month as a period of 




Red, blue and green lights danced on stage 
while music pumped the crowd up as they 
waited for the comedians to go on. People sat 
around candle lit tables as they drank and ate 
and laughed. 
The Stardust Café inside the Galaxy 
Bowling Center has a bar, several tables, a 
dance floor and a stage.
General Manager Corina Murillo said the 
Galaxy Bowling Center has had stand-up 
comedy shows for the last six months.
“We’ve had dances in there all the time 
and we thought maybe comedy would be 
something different,” Murillo said.
She said children can bowl or play video 
games while their parents are entertained in 
the Stardust Café.
Real Nice Records brings comedians to 
different locations in what is called the Valley 
Comedy Tour. 
Many of the comedians are national 
headliners, such as Jay Dante Rusciolelli, 
better known as Dante, who has performed at 
the bowling center. Dante appeared in the fifth 
season of NBC’s “Last Comic Standing” and 
has opened for famous comedians, such as 
the late Richard Pryor and Robin Williams.
Cedric Boyd, executive producer for Real 
Nice Records and a UTB/TSC graduate, 
said Dante has “won more awards than any 
comedian alive.” 
Boyd said The Valley Comedy Tour 
books comedians in different locations, 
including Laredo, Harlingen, McAllen and 
Brownsville. Recently it brought Eric Blake 
and Jerry “Freedawg” Freeman to perform at 
the bowling center.
Blake, who is from Los Angeles, has been 
on BET’s “Comic View,” Comedy Central’s 
“Premium Blend” and on Galavisión’s “Qué 
Locos!” comedy program. 
“I bring South Central-style of comedy, 
talking about my life. I call it street life 
comedy,” Blake said. 
He said his stand-up routine is about his 
life experiences, his family, and even a little 
bit of “Latino flavor” since he grew up around 
people who were mostly of Mexican descent. 
He said that on Latino shows he is known as 
the compadre of comedy.
Comedians who inspire him are Pryor, 
David Letterman and George Lopez. He has 
Comedy at the Galaxy Bowling Center
By Jacqueline Vasquez
Staff Writer





Would you like to live in another country? 
If so, which? “I’d probably pick, like, 
China.”
What do you look for in the opposite sex? 
“Smile.”
What are your hobbies? “I play sports, I 
read, I listen to music.”
What puts you in a good mood? 
“Running.”
What type of music do you listen to? “All 
kinds, hip-hop, country, everything.”
Describe yourself in three words. “Sporty, 
loud, funny.”
What animal would you like to be and 
why? “A panther because they are gorgeous 
animals and they’re so, like, sleek and 
beautiful.”
Do you believe that there is such a thing 
as soul mates? “Yes, I do.”
Do you like silent and mysterious types 
or the life of the party? Why? “Life of the 
party because they tend to be more like me. 
I’m very loud and out there.”
What is your favorite class this semester? 




Piercing: “Ear piercing.” 
Lies: “Guys.”
Love: “Soul mate.”
--Compiled by Rene Cardona Jr.
Lewis OsOriO/COLLegian
Siblings Oscar and Nelly Lira dance to “A los amigos.”
eLizabeth a. Perez/COLLegian
MiChaeL Peña/COLLegian
Comedian Eric Blake performs at the Galaxy Bowling 
Center’s Stardust Café on Oct. 9. • See ‘Comedy,’ Page 14
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Excitement radiated from scores of 
students, faculty, staff and administrators 
during the Recreation, Education and 
Kinesiology Center dedication Wednesday.
Despite the blistering heat, the event was 
festive and the audience enthusiastic. From 
cheers and high-fives to a dancing celebration, 
the event marked the middle of UTB/TSC’s 
first annual Homecoming Week.
The formal dedication ceremony 
recognized the members involved in the 
creation of the REK Center. Among the 
speakers were UTB/TSC President Juliet V. 
García; David Oliveira, chairman of Texas 
Southmost College District board of trustees; 
Zelma Mata, chair of the Health and Human 
Performance Department; Jaime Garcia, 
senior education major; Laurie Braden, 
Campus Recreation director; and Edward 
Camarillo, District 4 city commissioner, 
REKing Crew member and former SGA 
president. 
“It’s a great day at the REK,” García said. 
“If it had not been for [students], for our 
trustees and for the voters that were willing 
to plant the tree to dream a little bit ahead 
of themselves, none of this would have 
happened.” 
The center is comprised of two departments: 
Health and Human Performance and Campus 
Recreation. In March 2004, students voted 
to pass a referendum in favor of a $79 fee 
to build a recreation center. The fee was 
estimated to generate $12.5 million, which 
would go toward the funding of the center. 
An additional $12.5 million was generated 
from a bond issue passed by Texas Southmost 
College District voters in November 2004 to 
fund the Health and Human Performance 
section of the facility. The final cost of the 
center totaled $28,685,778, according to The 
Collegian archives.    
“Today is a great day, it’s a culmination 
of a lot of work from a lot of people,” Vince 
Solis, associate vice president for Student 
Affairs, told The Collegian. 
Among those recognized for their work 
in the planning and construction of the 
REK Center were members of the Campus 
Advisory Committee; members of the Board 
Bond Advisory Committee; Parsons 3D/
International, an engineering and construction 
firm; Terry Ray/J.E. Dunn construction 
companies; SSP landscaping designers; and 
the UT System’s Office of Facilities and 
Planning, as well as UTB/TSC faculty, staff 
and administrators past and present. 
Mata said the center has allowed for a 
larger centralized space to house the Human 
and Health Performance Department, which, 
in turn, has enriched learning and research 
among students and faculty. Mata reported an 
11 percent increase in kinesiology majors and 
an additional 50 percent increase in exercise 
science majors.  
“If we build it, they will come,” Mata 
said.
 Oliveira said it is important bond money 
is spent correctly.
“Throughout the [Rio Grande] Valley a lot 
of times, unfortunately, the tax dollars, bond 
money, is not spent correctly and so we work 
especially hard out here to have accountability 
and to let everybody participate in the 
process,” he said. 
Before the official ribbon-cutting, the REK 
Center staff performed their own rendition of 
The Black Eyed Peas’ “I’ve Got a Feeling,” 
which was a huge crowd pleaser. 
Senior marketing major Luis Urquieta, 
who led the staff in the dance, said they were 
given a challenge to come up with a fun 
part of the ceremony and chose to create the 
“Scorpion Dance.”
“I’m sure everybody here is excited, it’s 
good for everybody else to know what we are 
all about, to come check out the REK and see 
all the good stuff that we have to offer here,” 
Urquieta told The Collegian.
Braden was ecstatic about the ceremony 
and her staff’s work, jokingly adding, 
‘“Dancing with the Stars’ better watch out.”
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REK Center—It took a village  
By Julianna Sosa 
Staff Writer
REK Center staff members perform the Scorpion Dance on Wednesday during the facility’s 
dedication ceremony.
David Oliveira, chairman of the Texas Southmost College District board of trustees, cuts the ribbon during the REK Center’s 
dedication ceremony, held Wednesday. Also shown are (from left) UTB/TSC President Juliet V. García, Brownsville 
District 4 City Commissioner Edward Camarillo, TSC Trustees Rosemary Breedlove and Edward Campirano.
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“We went [to Matamoros, Mexico] and we 
ordered the piñata three days ahead and took 
them a picture and said, ‘We want this kind of 
piñata,’” Adviser Corina Garcia said.
Academic Advisers Ruben Lopez and 
Vicenta Fernandez wore crowns and sashes 
as the unofficial Homecoming king and 
queen. Accompanying them as princess was 
Academic Advising work-study Monica 
Gonzalez.
“Everybody else thought that, you know, 
since it’s homecoming we need a king and a 
queen,” Adviser Janie Llanas said.
The Student Government Association 
received first place for best incorporated 
theme. Their golf cart was brightly colored 
and had flags with soccer ball patterns.
Campus Ministry placed for spirited student 
organization. Its members rallied and blew air 
horns throughout the procession.
“In the judging, we’re looking for spirit, 
who came out to show their support, the 
numbers, decorations, creativity,” Martinez 
said.
As soon as the parade ended, participants 
arrived to the aroma of grilled burgers and hot 
dogs at the picnic, held on the REK Center’s 
lawn, and danced to a cadence performed by 
the UTB/TSC drum line. Martinez and SGA 
President Ruby de la Fuente led the group in 
a Scorpion cheer.
“It was a lot of fun,” said sophomore biology 
major Keirsten Velasquez, who was part of 
the Residential Life group in the parade. “It 
was really great, you know, promoting school 
sprit for the soccer game and everything.”
Coordinators of Judicial Affairs David 
Marquez and David Mariscal began preparing 
for the event at 8 a.m. Tables and chairs were 
set up. By 10 a.m., they seasoned and placed 
the patties on the grill.
Mariscal said 240 burgers and 160 hot 
dogs were cooked. They were accompanied 
by a small bag of chips and their choice of 
sweet tea, water or Kool-Aid. Because of the 
number of people who attended the event, the 
food soon ran out.
“Next time, we should get a thousand 
[burgers and hotdogs],” Martinez said.
Music was played and the pep rally began. 
Volleyball players were introduced and three 
female students from the student organization 
Valley Dolls performed a dance routine.
“These are traditions that we want to start,” 
Martinez said.
Academic Advising is hoping to reclaim 
its title in next year’s Homecoming Spirit 
Parade.
“If the tradition continues, we’ll jump 
aboard,” Adviser Gilbert Hernandez said.
Friedman said. “China can’t emerge. It’s an 
accident waiting to happen; it’s an impoverished 
country.” 
He noted that birthrates are collapsing 
worldwide. He cited Japan and Germany 
as examples, predicting that in the next 25 
years they will have a 30 percent decline in 
population.  
Friedman said that because birthrates 
are falling, labor shortages will be a major 
problem. 
“If you take a look at an average life, if you 
retire at 65, you are going to spend 15 years 
consuming, not producing, [and in school until 
age] 25,” he said. “Now, imagine a world in 
which half of your life you do not produce and 
in which the population is contracting; you 
now have a crisis.”   
Friedman offered a solution, saying 
immigrants coming into the country will help. 
He said that in the year 2020, the most important 
question will be how to get immigrants into the 
United States to maintain its economy. 
“If we lost the 12 million estimated 
immigrants in the United States [today], if 
they went home, it would be an economic 
catastrophe,” Friedman said. “This is not a 
guess. This is a mathematical reality; you count 
births, the people who are here, the people who 
are going to die and you get the number.” 
He called speculation that the United States 
will not be the strongest nation “silly.”
“The United States can’t decline very fast 
because its advantages are so enormous that it 
will take decades to whittle down,” Friedman 
said.
He said new technologies, such as robots, 
will help labor shortage problems. 
“What I mean by robots is intelligent 
systems that can perform necessary functions 
and substitute for labor,” he said. 
Friedman is the author of “The Next 100 
Years: A Forecast of the 21st Century” and 
is the founder of Stratfor, an Austin-based 
private intelligence firm. He received a 
bachelor’s degree in political science from the 
City College of New York and a doctorate in 
government from Cornell University.  
Saint Joseph Academy junior Allison Pace 
and her mother Beth Pace were among those 
who attended the lecture.
Beth Pace, a member of the UTB/TSC 
Development Board, said she was glad 
Friedman was able to speak at this year’s 
lecture.
“I thought it was excellent,” Pace said. 
“I thought it was thought-provoking. I’m 
interested in purchasing the book, and I think 
we have all realized what a changed world it is 
and it is going to become.” 
Allison Pace also enjoyed the lecture, saying 
it made her wonder how the next generation 
“is going to deal with these problems.”
“What are we going to do about it and how 
are we going to, you know, make the decisions 
that are right for not only our generation but the 
future generations to come?” she said. 
Jason Moody, president of UTB/TSC’s 
Alumni Association, gave Friedman a Scorpion 
pin and cap at the end of the lecture.
“We thank you for sharing your wisdom and 
knowledge and perspective,” Moody said.  
An essay contest was held in conjunction 
with the lecture series. Winners of the contest, 
“Why I Think Nations Go to War,” were 
announced at the 10 a.m. lecture for students 
held Tuesday in the Jacob Brown Auditorium. 
First place went to Chelsea Ratliff, of San 
Benito High School; second place, Victor 
Pallare, Harlingen High School; and third 
place, Giselle Herrera, Harlingen South High 
School.
Lecture
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Health and Human 
Performance 
Alumni Mixer. Also 
shown is former 
faculty member 
Jimmy Dodd.
Yoga Instructor Arthur Gonzalez teaches a class during Wednesday’s Recreation, 
Education and Kinesiology Center’s Fitness Sampler event for students.
Cadets attend either of two academy 
sessions: from 8:30 a.m. to 5 p.m. Monday 
through Friday or 6 to 11 p.m. Monday 
through Thursday.
“Here, the academy provides for people 
who want to change careers, but they have 
their job and they want to keep their job and 
go to night school,” Ramos said.
The 21 cadets from the day academy and 
24 from the evening academy who began 
their training on Oct. 12 will complete the 
program and receive their certificates during 
a special ceremony in February.  
Ramos is a former state trooper for the 
Texas Department of Public Safety. Following 
his steps, his son recently joined the police 
academy.  
Maz Martinez, an instructional services 
specialist in the Criminal Justice Institute, 
enjoys his job as instructor of the aspiring 
police officers.
“This academy is the 49th academy that 
I have done as a trainer, so it is always a 
rewarding experience to take individuals that 
are citizens in the community and then turn 
them into police officers that go back and 
serve the community,” Martinez said. “And 
just to watch the transformation that they 
undergo, from when they first start to six 
months later, when it ends, you can actually 
see their attitude changes, behavior changes, 
as they realize the importance of the job that 
they are facing to do.”
Martinez, a UTB/TSC alumnus, served for 
30 years as police officer.
One of the day academy cadets, Daniel 
Cordova, plans to move to San Antonio after 
completing his certification.
“I have wanted to be a police officer since 
fourth grade,” Cordova said, “because every 
Friday an officer would go … and he would 
just tell us stories about how to behave as a 
cop. … They were interesting stories. I wish 
someday to have the same experiences.” 
The previous class at the police academy 
was composed of 19 cadets and after 
graduation all received job offers.
Each year more than 5,000 students enroll 
in WTCE programs, which are divided 
into professional development, economic 
development and apprenticeship programs. 
One program under the professional 
development section is the Language 
Institute.
Holt said the language courses in most 
demand at the Language Institute are English 
and Spanish. The institute also offers classes 
in Chinese, German and French, and plans to 
include some Arabic courses in the future.
More opportunities offered for professional 
development are computer software classes, 
advanced placement certificates for teachers, 
summer Kids College and a certificate as 
nurse assistant for high school students.
In the apprenticeship, or Industrial 
Technology programs, students can get 
certificates in construction technology, air-
conditioning heat and refrigeration, auto 
technology, auto-body collision technology 
and machining technology.
Under economic development, the 
International Innovation Center and the 
International Trade Center offer opportunities 
for local businesses that want to export-import 
or that need help funding their jumpstart.
“The International Trade Center here has 
some funding from [the Small Business 
Administration] and there we try to help 
the U.S. businesses that want to identify 
customers in foreign countries, and what 
product it is that they would like to sell, and 
help identify buyers,” Holt said. “And, we 
also help Mexican companies that are trying 
to get access to the U.S. market.”
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Philly’s Americana Cheesesteaks/ 
Sports Bar now accepting résumés               
for wait staff/cooks. 554-7000   
2155 N. Expressway Suite.G, Brownsville
Help Wanted
By this time next year, UTB/TSC’s computer 
science program could join the ranks of 
programs from schools as Baylor University, 
the Michigan Institute of Technology and the 
University of California at Los Angeles. 
The Computer and Information Sciences 
Department has applied for accreditation with 
ABET, the Accrediting Board for Engineering 
and Technology. ABET accredits programs 
from several different academic fields, 
including engineering, technology, computer 
science, information systems and applied 
mathematics. 
“This is our first ABET accreditation visit 
from the entire university,” said Mikhail 
Bouniaev, dean of the College of Mathematics, 
Science and Technology. “We don’t have a 
single program that is ABET- accredited.” 
ABET officials were on campus last week 
as part of the accreditation process.
“The process is quite comprehensive and 
the external assessment of the program takes 
normally at least one year,” Juan Iglesias, chair 
of the Computer and Information Sciences 
Department, said in an e-mail interview. “First, 
the department submits the documentation to 
substantiate that the program satisfies all the 
quality criteria necessary to be accredited. 
Second, a panel of external experts conducts 
an on-site visit to assess the quality of the 
program.”
From there, the experts submit a preliminary 
report about the quality of the program. 
The department then supplies additional 
information as requested until the experts draft 
a final report.
“The department started its preparation for 
accreditation around six years ago,” Iglesias 
said. “The steps undertaken have been 
meticulous and include curriculum alignment 
to professional standards, hiring new faculty, 
offering adequate student support services and 
providing the state of the art in educational and 
computing facilities.”
Senior computer science major Ivan Rangel 
noticed the effect of the preparation for the 
accreditation.
“Since we’ve been going for accreditation, 
there’ve been a lot of changes in the past year 
or two,” Rangel said. “I think it’s enough to 
prepare me for a job.”
Bouniaev pointed out that while some of 
the programs from larger schools such as the 
University of Texas at Austin are not accredited 
with ABET, it is a major benefit for programs 
from smaller schools because it always speaks 
highly of the programs.
“There are some bigger universities that are 
not ABET accredited,” he said. “They believe 
that everybody knows about [them] anyways. 
But, for a university of our size, I think that it’s 
very important to have [a] formal, outside-of-
the-university stamp of quality.”
Among the cutting-edge areas of study that 
UTB/TSC’s program is strong in is the field of 
bioinformatics, the application of information 
technology to the biology fields. 
“There is an emphasis on bioinformatics 
right now,” Bouniaev said. “According to 
Forbes magazine, bioinformatics will be 
profession No. 1 for the next 10, 15 years.”
Victoria Izaguirre, a sophomore computer 
science major, is looking forward to her upper-
division courses.
“I haven’t taken any of the upper-level 
courses, so I’m not sure how difficult they 
are,” Izaguirre said. “But I know a lot of the 
professors that teach the upper courses … 
are professors that have been taught at other 
universities, like larger universities, and know 
what is the standard.”
The dean said one of the distinguishing 
points of the program is its quality.
“It’s not an easy program, just like all 
programs in our college,” Bouniaev said. 
“At the same time, it’s a quality program, 
quality faculty, quality equipment. I was really 
impressed with the equipment the [Computer 
and Information Sciences] Department has, 
with the available software. Most institutions 
at the bachelor’s level don’t have this kind of 
equipment, this kind of software. So, I feel that 
our students are really lucky to be majors in 
this program.”
In 2008, the average starting salary for 
someone with a computer science degree in 
Texas was $39,114 annually, with the mean 
annual wage of $68,146, according to the Texas 
Workforce Commission. Expected income 
can rise as high as $101, 316, for computer 
scientists in research and development.
In addition to the computer science program, 
the engineering technology program will apply 
for ABET accreditation in November.
Computer science degree undergoes accreditation
By David Boon
Staff Writer
UTB/TSC Criminal Justice Institute Director Hector 
Ramos Sr. addresses students in the Police Academy 
during a class Tuesday. 
Luciana MoraLes/coLLegian
ITECC
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Junior biology major Beatriz Zuñiga 
used to work at Sunrise Mall and ride the 
bus to work every day when something out 
of the ordinary happened.
Zuñiga said a young man would wait for 
her every day at the mall’s bus stop after she 
left work. At first she thought he was just 
another person riding the bus, but it wasn’t 
until the man approached her and gave her 
a letter that she felt uncomfortable.
“I freaked out,” she said. “I called my 
manager and she called the police. He 
would ask for the time and things like 
that.”
Zuñiga was one of 30 female students 
who attended the Sexual Assault Prevention 
Seminar held Oct. 8 in the Recreation, 
Education and Kinesiology Center.
Associate Vice President for Student 
Affairs Vince Solis conducted the seminar. 
Solis said he has been teaching sexual 
assault prevention seminars for 15 years. 
He told the group that when a stranger 
asks for the time, you should always bring 
your watch up to your eyes, so you won’t 
be distracted in case anything happens.
Solis then informed students that 39 
rapes were reported last year in Cameron 
County, but that only 1 out of 10 assaults 
are reported.
Contrary to belief, a rapist is not the 
usual “bogeyman,” but someone you know. 
Solis said almost two-thirds of rapes are 
committed by someone the victim knows.
“It’s going to be that nice guy you met at 
the club,” he said. “The bogeyman is not 
going to be the guy wearing the white mask 
with the knife.” 
Some ruses, or tricks, used by predators 
are the lost puppy, the authority figure--
such as a plain-clothes cop--or the note on 
the car window.
“This is what happens, you get in your 
car and you see there’s a note with hearts 
on your window,” Solis said. “You open 
the door to grab the note; well, that’s where 
your attacker will get you.”
So-called date-rape drugs, with street 
names like roaches, tacha and easy lay, are 
frequently given to victims without their 
knowledge, often by slipping them into 
their drinks. 
Possible effects can include impaired 
judgment, loss of inhibition, dizziness, 
memory loss, unexplained drowsiness, 
confusion and appearing extremely 
intoxicated after consuming a non-alcoholic 
beverage or small amount of alcohol.
You can avoid rape drugs by never leaving 
your beverage unattended, not accepting 
beverages from someone you don’t know 
and not accepting open-container drinks.
If someone breaks into your house, 
Solis said, ordinary objects can be used as 
weapons to defend yourself.
“A frying pan (you swing it towards 
their head), hairspray can be used as well, 
directly into your attacker’s eyes,” he said. 
“An iron is a missile in your hands; you can 
grab it from the cord and fling it towards 
the attacker.”
Solis said that if you decide to fight back, 
you have to give 110 percent. 
If you have been attacked, call a friend, 
family member or crisis center hot line. 
Your first instinct might be to bathe, but 
it is recommended that you not wash your 
body so that the hospital staff can collect 
evidence.
“If you get assaulted, remember as much 
of your attacker, remember the incident,” 
Solis said. “These are all clues to catch 
him.” 
Viviana Atkinson, a freshman nursing 
major who attended the seminar, said she 
learned things that she wouldn’t normally 
think about. 
“I learned a lot that would help me out if 
anything were to happen,” Atkinson said. 
“I would never think that it would be a 
person that I know. I always thought that it 
would be some random guy.” 
After Solis’ lecture, Tyler Bosard, a 
Brazilian Jiu-Jitsu black belt from the 
Gracie Barra Academy in Brownsville, 
showed students several techniques to 
defend themselves.  
The event was sponsored by the 
Leadership and Mentorship Program and 
the Scorpion Mixed Martial Arts club.
Students get lessons in self-defense
By Christine Cavazos
Staff Writer
Tyler Bosard, a Brazilian Jiu-Jitsu black belt from the 
Gracie Barra Academy, shows freshman nursing major 
Viviana Atkinson (left) and freshman accounting major 
Ana Rubio how to free themselves from an attacker 
during the Sexual Assault Prevention Seminar, held Oct. 
8 in the REK Center. 
Cleiri Quezada/Collegian 
In addition to 11 other institutions across 
the United States, UTB/TSC has been 
selected to participate in the Foundations 
of Excellence 2009-2010 National Select 
Cohort of four-year institutions, sponsored 
by the Policy Center on the First Year of 
College.  
The university was introduced to this 
program when Ethel Cantu, assistant 
vice president for Academic Affairs, and 
Vincent Solis, associate vice president for 
Student Development, co-chaired a task 
force on the First Year of College.
“We heard presentations from various 
offices to understand what it is our first-
year students need,” Cantu said. “And the 
No. 1 recommendation in the task force was 
to apply for the Foundations of Excellence 
project. The reason was because they have 
a very strong track record of working with 
first-year students.”
The Foundations of Excellence process 
is centered on a campus-based task force, 
a group with broad representation from 
across the campus. The work of the task 
force begins with a campus audit of the 
first year for new and transfer students 
and continues with a year long process of 
evaluation using performance indicators.
“This audit will include a special platform 
that is Web-based that the policy center has 
developed and will allow us to put together 
our inventory research,” Cantu said.
Additionally, this self-study will include 
a survey that went out earlier this month to 
all faculty and staff. Then another survey 
will be given either in late November or 
early January to all first-year students.
The campus environment--how an 
institution structures the new student 
experience--plays an important role in 
determining how students spend their time, 
how they engage in learning and whether 
they decide to return for the second year or 
even the next term. Yet, campus assessment 
often focuses primarily on student 
characteristics, rather than the institution’s 
policies, practices and procedures. As a 
comprehensive process, Foundations of 
Excellence goes beyond limited analysis 
of discrete components of the first year. 
Instead, it acknowledges the interconnected 
nature of the many components of the 
student experience.
The Foundations of Excellence process 
rests on the 10 foundational dimensions 
of Philosophy, Organization, Learning, 
Faculty, Transitions, All Students, Diversity, 
Roles and Purposes, Improvement and 
Current Practice Inventory.
Consequently, these are the names of the 
10 committees assigned to this self-study 
task force. 
“We have co-chairs in each committee 
that have been selected, also we have a 
student representative on each,” Cantu 
said.
The Policy Center on the First Year of 
College will help UTB/TSC take a candid 
look at its strengths and weaknesses and, 
based upon its findings, develop a strategic 
action plan that can lead to enhanced 
student learning and persistence.
“Right now we don’t know what those 
changes may be, but we expect that it 
will be an exciting time and that we will 
have some new features for our first-year 
students,” Cantu said.
The Foundations of Excellence process 
is the signature work of the Policy Center 
on the First Year of College, which is based 
at the Gardner Institute for Excellence in 
Undergraduate Education.
Excellence project survey under way
By Caro Zavala
Staff Writer
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Have you ever thought about writing a letter to the editor but were too lazy?
Is there something happening on campus that rubs you the wrong 
way?
If so...
Tune in at scorpionradio.com
Join Craig live every Saturday 
morning from 8 to 10 a.m. 
    at the Four Corners 
       Restaurant for the 
         “Coffee With Craig” show!
For more information, visit scorpionradio.com or e-mail Craig at 
stingradio@utb.edu
Send your rantings to Coffee-With-Craig@live.com 
or show up and sound off to Craig face-to-face!
Gov. Rick Perry (left) congratulates Carlos Rubinstein after swearing him in as a commissioner for the Texas 
Commission on Environmental Quality on Oct. 7 in the Education and Business Complex’s Salon Cassia. 
Rubinstein, who attended Texas Southmost College and graduated from the University of Texas-Pan American, 
began his six-year term on the commission on Aug. 31, according to a news release from the UTB/TSC Office 
of News & Information. He previously served as director of TCEQ, as the Rio Grande Watermaster and as a city 
manager for Brownsville. Also shown are Rubinstein’s wife, Judy, state Rep. Rene Oliveira (D-Brownsville) and 
state Sen. Eddie Lucio Jr. (right).
TSC alum now on state board
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Name: International Student 
Organization
Purpose: To broaden 
knowledge of different 
cultures and to contribute 




President: Jose Luis Barba 
Vice President: Marianela 
Villarreal








Education Week and 




Meetings: Held from noon 
to 1 p.m. Mondays in the 
Education and Business 
Complex’s Salon Cassia.
Requirements:  2.0 GPA
Dues:  $5 per semester.
For more information:  
Contact Jennifer Galvan at 
jlg_2591@hotmail.com 
--Complied by Elizabeth A. 
Perez
If you would like your student 
organization featured in 
the Club Spotlight, call 
Collegian reporter Elizabeth 
A. Perez at 882-5143 or send 
her an e-mail at collegian@
utb.edu.
Clubspotlight Members of the International Student Organization include (front row, from left) Membership Chairman Marco Correa, Secretary Jennifer Galvan, 
Cynthia Medina and Edgar Lopez. 
Second row: Monica Gonzalez, 
Ileana Chapa, Vice President 
Marianela Villarreal, Yessika Iracheta, 
Ingrid Garza, Blanca Cantu, Karla 
Gonzalez and Gerardo Gaitan. Third 
row: Daniel Correa, Roberto Ulloa, 
Luis Almaraz, Treasurer Beatriz Ulloa, 
Karla Hernandez, Adviser Aragelia 
Salazar, Fundraiser Coordinator Elsa 
M. Castillo, Prisala Elizondo, Viridiana 
Gaitan, Jorge A. Hernandez and 
President Jose Luis Barba.FRanCisCo espinosa/Collegian
City of Brownsville Heritage Officer Joe 
Gavito takes place at 6:30 p.m. Thursday. 
The group will tour the Old City Cemetery. 
Admission is free for Brownsville Historical 
Association members and $10 each for non-
members. Refreshments are included. For 
more information, call 541-5560.
Civic Engagement meeting
The Civic Engagement Scholars Club, a 
community service organization on campus, 
meets at 4 p.m. every Friday in the Cueto 
Building, located at 1301 E. Madison St. For 
more information, call 882-4303.
Make a Difference Day
The Civic Engagement Scholars will 
mark “National Make a Difference Day” 
with a Halloween Fair for the Buena Vida 
community from 1 to 4 p.m. Saturday outside 
the Compassion Center, located at the corner 
of 14th and Miraflores streets. There will be 
games, treat stations, safety, health and craft 
tables, among other activities. UTB/TSC 
students interested in volunteering for this 
event may call 882-4303 or send an e-mail to 
scholars@civicengagement.com.
Adopt a Paseo 
The Office of Student Life invites student 
organizations and campus departments to help 
clean up the campus during its Adopt a Paseo 
event, which will take place from 8:30 a.m. 
to noon Saturday on the Student Union lawn. 
Lunch will be served and certificates will 
be awarded. For more information, contact 
Jorge A. Muñoz at 882-5138, or by e-mail at 
munoz1205@aol.com.
Seasonal flu vaccines
Seasonal flu vaccines are available at 
Student Health Services at a discount price 
of $10 for students who are 19 years or older 
and $5 for those who are younger than 19. The 
seasonal flu vaccine does not protect against 
the H1N1 flu, but prevents having both types 
of viruses simultaneously, which can have a 
serious impact on a person’s health. The best 
time to walk in and get the vaccine is 8 to 10 
a.m. Monday through Friday and 4:30 to 6:30 
p.m. Tuesdays and Thursdays. Otherwise, call 
882-3896 to make an appointment.
LSAT mock prep test 
The 2009 Filemon B. Vela Pre-law 
Academy will offer mock prep tests of the 
Law School Admission Test at 8:30 a.m. 
Saturday and Nov. 21 in Cardenas Hall South 
117. The tests will take four hours. For more 
information, call Karen Betancourt, the 
assistant master technical instructor with the 
legal studies program, at 882-7526.
Blanket drive
Student Health Services and the Center 
for Civic Engagement are sponsoring a 
blanket drive for the families of the Buena 
Vida Community through Oct. 30. The 
blankets will be collected at the following 
locations: Education and Business Complex 
1.120, 2.208, 2.504, SET-B 2.342, Oliveira 
Library 201, Cortez Hall 237, Cardenas Hall 
South 238 and 303, Tandy Hall 115, Old 
Education Building, Riverside I, and the Cueto 
Building, 1301 E. Madison St. The blankets 
will be distributed by the Good Neighbor 
Settlement House. For more information, 
contact Eugenia Curet, director of Student 
Health Services, at 882-8951 or via e-mail at 
eugenia.curet@utb.edu, or Kathy Bussert-
Webb at 882-4302 or via e-mail at kathy.
bussertwebb@utb.edu.
ACT prep courses
The Language Institute will begin its 
ACT prep courses on Nov. 12. Class is held 
from 6 to 9 p.m. each Tuesday and Thursday 
in International Technology, Education and 
Commerce Campus room D3A.106. The class 
is recommended for high school juniors and 
seniors who are planning to attend colleges 
that require the ACT exam, as well as students 
entering the registered nursing program. The 
fee is $140 and students may register in the 
same room. For more information, call Jessica 
Banda at 882-4178 or send her an e-mail at 
jessica.banda@utb.edu.
Evening Under the Stars
The Center for Gravitational Wave 
Astronomy seeks volunteers for its “Evening 
Under the Stars” event, which will take 
place at 7 p.m. Nov. 14 on the grounds of the 
Nompuewenu Observatory at UTB/TSC. 
For more information, e-mail observatory@
phys.utb.edu.
UT-Arlington competition
The Academy of Distinguished Scholars 
at the University of Texas at Arlington is 
sponsoring a new award competition for 
students enrolled and in good standing in any 
graduate program in a Texas institution of 
higher education. Eligible students are invited 
to submit a short (800-word) preliminary 
proposal describing how current knowledge 
could be applied to improve the lives of citizens 
of Texas. The winner of the UT-Arlington ADS 
Public Interest Award will receive a cash prize 
of $5,000.  Applicants whose proposals are 
designated honorable mentions will receive a 
cash prize of $2,500. To determine eligibility 
and to learn how to prepare and submit a 
proposal, graduate students should visit the 
UT-Arlington ADS Web site, http://www.uta.
edu/ads. Proposals for the competition can be 
submitted online through Nov. 15. 
--Compiled by Deidre Chaisson
If you would like your organization or 
department news published in The Collegian’s 
Briefs section, call Deidre Chaisson at 882-5116 
Briefs
Continued from Page 2
Thursday’s order of the day: 
Texas College Steer, well done.
The UTB/TSC Men’s and 
Women’s Soccer teams defeated 
Red River Athletic Conference 
rival Texas College Steers 
with scores of 3-1 and 9-1, 
respectively, Thursday on the 
REK Center field.
In the women’s game, the 
Scorpions (6-3-2, 3-0-1 RRAC) 
decisively crushed the Steers (3-
7, 2-3 RRAC). The Steers, on the 
other hand, decisively displayed 
how not to play defense.
The game started out fast, with 
a deadly play by forward Leah 
Russell 10 minutes into the half 
that ended with the ball sneaking 
into the left corner of the net.
Only five minutes later, forward 
Linette Cuvillier was brought 
down at the Texas College box, 
granting the Scorpions a penalty 
that defender Jodie Hunter easily 
pushed to the back of the net.
At halftime, no one suspected 
the impressive goal deluge that 
would follow.
Three minutes into the second 
half, midfielder Sara DiBenedetto 
broke through a Texas College 
defense that was idling around 
the box and scored the third goal 
for the Scorpions.
Seven minutes later, in the 
only shot that the Steers took all 
game, Alejandra Lopez shot the 
ball from a distance. The lucky 
shot bounced wrong and caught 
goalkeeper Stephanie Reid on the 
wrong foot before edging itself 
into goal.
The Scorpions took only 30 
seconds to react, as they pushed 
forward into the Texas College 
box, only to be fouled for a 
penalty. Hunter took the shot and 
delivered it with a cold glare to 
the back of the net for the 4-1.
But it just wasn’t enough for 
the Scorpions.
Russell, only four minutes after 
Hunter’s penalty, swept past the 
Hawkins team’s defenders and 
then coldly executed a low kick 
that sent the ball to the back of 
the net.
Three minutes later, Cuvillier’s 
tenacity at the sidelines paid off, 
as a deflected shot ended in her 
possession and she kicked it past 
the goalie and into goal.
For the next 10 minutes, the 
Steers seemed to finally notice 
that there was another half of 
the field to be played in and 
made a couple of forays into it, 
attacks that were easily repelled 
by the iron-legged angels of the 
defense.
At the 19th-minute mark, 
midfielder Sami Thorman let 
loose a powerful kick from 
outside the box’s right side that 
sailed over the goalie and into 
the left side of the goal for goal 
numero siete.
In the last 10 minutes of the 
game, the assembled crowd 
began to think that maybe that 
was enough.
The Scorpions, however, were 
not on the same plane of thought.
With seven minutes left, Russell 
once again delivered, skipping 
past a broken and fatigued Steer 
defense and scored her third goal 
of the afternoon.
And with just two minutes 
remaining, forward Verena 
Wonsikowski easily overpowered 
the defense and lobbed the ball 
just inches over the outstretched 
fingers of the goalie.
The 9-1 rout, strangely enough, 
is not a Scorpion record. The 
record is 10-0 over Southwestern 
Assemblies of God University 
in a match played Oct. 20, 2007; 
however, it is the third time the 
Scorpions decisively defeated the 
Steers, who have suffered a total 
of 22 goals while only tallying 
one goal in only three games 
against the Scorpions.
Head Coach Nik Barjaktarevic 
said that despite a slow start, 
the team “still played well and 
sometimes it’s tough to play a 
team that plays really defensively, 
but we’re able to show that we 
can be really, really dangerous, 
even when a team is sitting in 
against us, and it’s a big team 
effort. Everybody contributed, 
from the starting 11 to the players 
in the bench.”
Russell, whose hat-trick 
Thursday is her third in the season, 
said the three goals “felt really 
good, coming back from a solid 
weekend, so it felt really good to 
contribute to our victory.”
Thorman, the team’s only 
senior, was also happy about the 
team’s performance.
“We played good as a team,” 
she said. “We scored a lot of 
goals, which is what we’ve been 
lacking throughout the season.”
Thorman has high hopes for 
the rest of the conference season.
“We just want to shut out every 
team that we can, score as many 
goals,” she said. “Once we get to 
that conference tournament, we 
want to win, go to nationals.”
Earlier in the day, the 17th-
ranked Scorpion men’s soccer 
team (10-0-1, 4-0 RRAC) was not 
as fortunate in its match against 
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Rams, Lions fall on Scorpion Parent Day
Another two bite the dust.
The Texas Wesleyan University Rams and the 
Southwestern Assemblies of God University Lady Lions 
are the latest casualties in the ninth-ranked Scorpions’ 
ongoing 18-win streak.
The Scorpions (21-1, 8-0 RRAC) faced the Lady Lions 
(18-3, 6-3 RRAC) on Parent Day Oct. 10.
It was a good game, and the Lions certainly brought their 
A-game, trying to use last season’s 3-0 record against the 
Scorpions for extra leverage.
The Lady Lions were also the ones responsible for 
eliminating the Scorpions in last year’s Red River Athletic 
Conference tournament semifinals.
While the scores showed 25-16, 25-16 and 25-15 in the 
Scorpion shutout, they do not accurately reflect how the 
Waxahachie Lionesses played. 
All three games played in the match started out the same 
way. SAGU would take an early lead, then the Scorpions 
would come back to tie the game. Both teams would then 
settle into fierce battle until reaching the 10- and 11-point 
mark, and then the Scorpions would put up a good lead, 
leaving the Lady Lions struggling to catch up.
But they were certainly good. 
The SAGU defense kept the Scorpion offense on its toes, 
repeatedly repulsing kill after kill after kill by the Scorpion 
outside hitters. However, the Scorpion tide always broke 
through, whether on an instant of weakness by the SAGU 
defensive players or a successful block on the part of the 
Scorpion iron curtain.
After the game, the two teams joined each other in prayer 
and later posed for pictures together in a unique display of 
camaraderie.
It was also Parent Day for the Scorpions, as local players 
were joined by their parents and siblings, and international 
players were joined by selected faculty and staff.
“I enjoyed the game, it’s a community, family here,” said 
Professor Manuel Medrano of the History Department, 
who sponsored outside hitter Erica Chimak. “People come 
out to see the local girls and the girls that come in from 
other places, and it’s a type of atmosphere that you can 
bring your daughters, your fathers, your grandmothers, and 
it’s a beautiful type of environment.”
Also sponsoring a player was Assistant Professor Roberto 
Cortina-Luaces, of the Modern Languages Department, 
who sponsored middle blocker Talita Milasauskas.
Cortina, who’s a regular at the soccer and volleyball 
home games, looked back on the most recent conference 
matches for the Scorpions.
“They have been very interesting, they’re getting better 
and better every time,” he said. “And blocking is getting 
fantastic, and it just discourages the opponents. They can’t 
get past the net, so that’s beautiful.”
On Oct. 9, the Scorpions faced the Texas Wesleyan 
University Rams (10-13, 4-4 RRAC), another team that 
put up a good fight against the Scorpions before they were 
brought down in three games, 25-16, 25-11 and 25-18.
Of the 21 Scorpion wins so far this season, 15 have been 
shutouts, a true testament to Head Coach Todd Lowery’s 
squad. 
“Just the last two games, I think we’re starting to really 
play together as a team, and it’s just really exciting,” Lowery 
said. “Texas Wesleyan was a good team and Southwestern 
Assemblies of God was a great team, and we came out, do 
a lot of good things right, and the girls are having fun, and 
the support here on campus is just amazing, so we’re super 
excited.”
Middle blockers Miriele Gobbo and Valquiria Caboclo 
enjoyed being back on campus after a long road series.
Caboclo described the atmosphere at Garza Gym as 
comfortable, and Gobbo said the girls enjoyed the warmth 
of the fan support.
Overall, about 100 people attended the weekend games.
In other volleyball news, outside hitter Arlene Ferreira 
was named Red River Athletic Conference Volleyball 
Player of the Week for the week of Oct. 5-11. Daianarah 
Bracero was named RRAC Setter of the Week for the same 
period.
By Hugo E. Rodríguez 
Sports Editor
Manuel Reyna/Collegian
Scorpion outside hitter Arlene Arraes Ferreira prepares to spike the 
volleyball as players from Texas Wesleyan University look on in 
astonishment during a game Oct. 9 in the Garza Gym. The UTB/TSC 
Volleyball Team won all three sets, 25-16, 25-11 and 25-18.
Scorpions brand Texas College
elizabeth a. PeRez/Collegian
ABOVE: Scorpion forward Leah Russell drills the ball into goal in a 9-1 rout of Texas 
College. BELOW: Scorpion midfielder Fredrik Ekvall takes possession of the ball during 
Thursday’s game against Texas College. Both games were played at the REK Center 
field.
luCiana MoRales/Collegian
By Hugo E. Rodríguez 
Sports Editor
• See ‘Sports,’ Page 14
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know more of a different culture, so that’s 
why I’m going to ask the professor right 
now.”
Razo said this was the first live tango 
event she had seen. She thought it was a 
great experience.
“I have never seen another performance, 
only on TV or videos, things like that, but 
it’s really different when you see it in real 
life, when they’re performing right in front 
of you,” she said. “You get to feel what 
they’re feeling.”
Short musical films pertaining to tango, 
such as Carlos Gardel’s “Melodía de Arra-
bal” were screened between tangos to show 
the importance of tango and its beginnings.
“The videos were shown as part of the 
history that involves the tango,” Salazar 
said. “These videos were key factors for the 
learning experience the event was about.”
Guitarist and Associate Professor Michael 
Quantz and Assistant Professor Cristina 
Ballatori, a flutist, performed a “Historie du 
Tango” between the dances. The selections 
were “Bordello 1900,” “Café 1930” and 
“Modern-Day Concert.” Quantz and Bal-
latori teach in the Fine Arts-Music Depart-
ment.
Salazar said she hopes to have this event 
on campus for years to come, as well as a 
tango club.
Tango
Continued from Page 7
been doing comedy for 13 years and said he 
got into comedy because everyone around 
him told him he should do it.
“All my friends, my family, on the streets, 
they always tell me that I was funny,” he 
said.
Fans can visit his Web site at Ericblake.
com or on MySpace, Facebook or Twitter. 
Freeman said he brings adult comedy to 
the bowling center.
“If people want to come out and laugh and 
just forget about your troubles for a while and 
take the issues that we see in our headlines 
every day and laugh at them, then that’s what 
you come out to spots like this for and that’s 
the type of comedy that I bring,” Freeman 
said. 
His inspirations in comedy are Pryor, 
Eddie Murphy, the late George Carlin and 
many others. 
For a long time Freeman’s family 
and friends had suggested he become a 
professional comedian because he was so 
funny. He said 10 years ago he went to a 
comedy club to see a show, but was running 
late so the comedian started heckling him.
“I said something snappy back,” he said. 
“He called me on stage and we went back 
and forth and that was the beginning. The rest 
is history, as they say.”
Freeman is originally from Racine, Wis., 
and lives in Harlingen.
Aside from the Galaxy Bowling Center 
having professional comedians, it also holds 
open-mike sessions for anyone wanting to do 
their own stand-up comedy act. 
Senior communication major Albert 
Orozco tried out his comedy routine for 
the first time at the Galaxy Bowling Center 
during the open-mike session the night Dante 
performed. Orozco said he was nervous he 
was going to forget what to say.
“I didn’t forget my bit,” he said happily. “I 
actually memorized the whole thing pretty 
well. The problem was I just said it too fast.”
He said it was a great experience and that 
next time he is going to slow down.
Orozco can be heard as DJ Applebottom 
on the “Crackin’ Me Up” show at 3 p.m. 
every Friday on UTB/TSC’s Sting Radio 
(www.scorpionradio.com). 
Boyd said there are restrictions for those 
wanting to do an open-mike session and the 
performance has to be between two to five 
minutes.
“You can hit me up if you want to do an 
open-mike session,” Boyd said.
Anyone interested in doing open-
mike sessions or wanting information on 
comedians who will be performing at the 
Galaxy Bowling Center, can visit the Web 
site at RealNiceRecords.com.
Admission is $10 for the comedy show and 
it takes place at 9 p.m. each Friday. Murillo 
said that although the comedy shows have 
been a success, they will end in November 
because of the many Christmas parties 
that will be held at the Stardust Café. Live 
music will also be performed on Fridays and 
Saturdays. 
Murillo said the bowling center plans on 
bringing the comedy shows back in January 
or February.
Comedy
Continued from Page 7
Texas College.
Though they struggled after being down 
by one, the men eventually overcame the 
Steers (4-6, 3-2 RRAC) in what has been 
a trend throughout the season. Trailing by 
one goal into the half, the Scorpions came 
back, first tying the game with a goal by 
forward Mario Perez.
The Steers would fight for that tie 
bravely, but as the game was dying, 
midfielder Nestor Morales scored, giving 
the Scorpions the edge. Not wanting to 
be outdone, defender Omar Apodaca 
showed that even defensively, one could 
triumph, and scored the third goal for the 
Scorpions.
“I’m happy with the win, but I’m not 
really happy with the performance,” Head 
Coach Dan Balaguero said after the game. 
“I feel we made life very difficult for 
ourselves, and we can’t come out in the 
first half like that in the future, but happy 
we won, obviously, but performance isn’t 
good enough.”
Perez and Apodaca both said that the 
team needed to start with more energy in 
the first half, but were happy with the win.
“It was a tough team that gave us a lot 
of work,” Perez said in Spanish. “But I’m 
happy our game came through, and came 
through with a victory.”
Apodaca said, “It was a big effort. It was 
kind of complicated, because these guys 
came with a lot of energy but at the end, 
we got the result.”
Morales drew positives in the hard-
earned win.
“The attitude of the team of the second 
half, everybody knew it was a bad first 
half, and just the attitude of the whole team 
… the enthusiasm they put in the second 
half, I think that helps,” he said.
In another twist for the Scorpions, it 
seemed that there were two teams playing 
at home that day, as droves of fans in the 
yellow and blue livery of the Texas College 
Steers attended both games. The Texas 
College roster counted with 17 players 
from the Rio Grande Valley, according to 
the Office of Intercollegiate Athletics.
One of them, Ravon Bermudez, spoke 
with The Collegian about coming back 
home to play.
“I was proud to come play for the 
family,” he said in Spanish. 
The Pace High School graduate also 
said that while it was unfortunate to be 
defeated, the team would continue to fight 
and he expects to face the Scorpions in the 
RRAC.
In other soccer news, Hunter garnered 
the RRAC Defensive Player of the Week 
honor for the week of Oct. 5-11.
--Staff photographer Michael Peña 
contributed to this report.
Sports
Continued from Page 13
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Acróbatas del grupo West Lake Story [Historia del Lago 
Oeste] ejecutan complicadas rutinas que asombran al público 
presente. El espectáculo de China se presentó el 9 de octubre 
en el Teatro de la Reforma en Matamoros como parte del 
Festival Internacional de Otoño 2009.
Se realizará un gran concierto de música 
en español el miércoles en Brownsville.
Entre los artistas y grupos confirmados 
se encuentran DJ Flex, Kany García, Tush, 
Gama, Víctor García, Natalia Lafourcade, 
Erick Rubín, Sandoval, Carlos Baute y los 
Super Reyes.
El concierto del Valle de Texas de la 
estación de radio mexicana XHMLS-FM 
(91.3), o EXA, se llevará a cabo a las 6 p.m. 
en el estacionamiento del Amigoland Event 
Center, 1010 Mexico Blvd.
Ivett Cruz, asistente operativo de Grupo 
Radio Avanzado, dijo que es la primera 
vez que se realiza un evento de este tipo en 
Brownsville.
“Viendo en la historia y buscando, 
ninguna estación de radio ha hecho nada [en 
Brownsville], ni estaciones americanas, ni 
estaciones mexicanas”, platicó Cruz.
Josemar Alain Ruiz, locutor de EXA, 
explicó lo que es un concierto EXA. 
“En muchas palabras 
puede ser alegría, gritos, 
música, energía, vibra, 
emociones, sorpresas,” 
comentó Ruiz. “En verdad, 
muchas cosas hemos 
preparado para este concierto 
porque es el primero”.
Camilo Jacobo, locutor de EXA, dijo 
que la gente que asista al concierto se va a 
divertir.
 “[Habrá] mucha música, obviamente es 
entretenimiento”, mencionó Jacobo. “Hay 
sorpresas por parte de la estación. … La 
gente se va a divertir, eso que ni qué”.
En Matamoros se han efectuado conciertos 
de este tipo, en los que se reúnen varios 
artistas y grupos, desde el 2004. El último 
fue el pasado 30 de septiembre y acudieron 
casi 30,000 personas, dijo Cruz Díaz.
Ella dijo que el costo aproximado de 
un concierto de esta magnitud es de entre 
$200,000  y $300,000 pesos.
“No hay un costo específico porque todo 
varía también del elenco, de la cantidad de 
vuelos, la cantidad de personas que 
vienen con cada uno”, indicó.
El evento es gratuito y 
para ingresar se necesita 
un boleto. Para más 
información sobre los 
boletos, escucha EXA FM 
9 1 . 3 o ingresa a www.exa913.com.
EXA forma parte de Grupo Radio Avanzado 
y se encuentra en Matamoros.
El concierto es una producción de EXA 
91.3 y Creativa Productions.
Sencillos de los solistas y grupos
DJ Flex: “Te quiero”, “Te amo tanto”, 
“Dime si te vas con el”
Kany García: “Hoy ya me voy”, “Esta 
soledad”, “Felíz”
Tush: “Acostumbrado”, “Me voy”
Gama: “Irrealidad”, “Ven y cúrame”
Víctor García: “Otra vez”, “Invisible”
Natalia Lafourcade: “Ella es bonita”
Erick Rubín: “No para de llover”
Sandoval: “A quien tu decidiste amar”
Carlos Baute: “Colgando en tus manos”
Super Reyes: “Muévelo”
Luciana MoraLes/Fotos coLLegian
Por Graciela L. Salazar








Clasificación: Estudiante de primer año
Fecha de graduación: Diciembre 2012
Reconocimientos: Lista de la Rectora, 
Primavera 2009
Pasatiempos: “Me encanta jugar 
voleibol, me gusta mucho leer—me 
gusta mucho ver películas, escuchar 
música y bailar salsa”.
Actividades extracurriculares: 
“Soy [instructora suplementaria] de 
matemáticas, ayudo a mis compañeros de 
clase en la clase de álgebra en español”.
¿Cuál sería tu trabajo ideal? 
“Sería como traductora--traducción e 
interpretación, o como profesora”.
¿Cuáles son tus metas? “Aspiro 
graduarme y ser una profesional, 
desempeñarme en toda mi carrera laboral 
como yo sueño”.
¿Cómo te ves dentro de 10 años? “Me 
veo trabajando, rodeada de amigos, 
de mi familia… como una profesional 
independiente”.
¿Cuál ha sido tu reto más grande? 
“Mi reto más grande ha sido llegar a este 
país donde se habla un idioma diferente 
al que yo hablo y comenzar desde cero 
la escuela con 23 años, cuando ya tenía 
casi la mitad de mi carrera adelantada”.
¿Si pudieras cambiar algo de la 
universidad, qué harías? “Mejorar la 
comunicación entre… los trabajadores 
de la universidad y nosotros”.
¿Qué te gusta de la universidad? 
“El trato [y] la preocupación de los 
profesores. ... Hasta ahora he tenido 
mucha suerte de encontrar profesores 
que me han ayudado muchísimo y si he 
logrado superar un montón de barreras ha 
sido gracias a ellos. Además hay muchas 
actividades y me siento como en casa”.
 ¿Qué les aconsejarías a los estudiantes 
de nuevo ingreso? “Lo primero que les 
aconsejaría es que le dediquen tiempo a 
la escuela. Aunque vayas a las clases y 
tomes notas, no es suficiente, sobretodo 
porque hay materias más difíciles que 
otras. Aquí hay muchas facilidades para 
estudiar y hay que aprovecharlas”.
¿Qué consejo les darías a los 
estudiantes para estudiar antes de 
un examen? “Debes prestar atención 
en clase y tomar notas. Luego, leer tus 
notas de clase, leer los capítulos antes 
de clase para que sepas de qué se va a 
hablar en las clases y así tener una idea 
de todo y cuando llegue el examen ya 
estás preparado”.
--Recopilado por Luciana Morales
Luciana MoraLes/coLLegian
Concierto gratuito Exa en Brownsville
Platícanos tu historia, manda un correo electrónico a collegian@utb.edu o llama al 882-5143 y pregunta por Graciela L. Salazar.
¿Fantasmas en UTB/TSC?
C-h-i-n-a
Presente en el Festival Internaciónal de Otoño
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